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Silver Efex Pro 

By Darrel Priebe 
 

Silver Efex Pro by Nik Software is an Adobe Photoshop, Photoshop Elements, or Apple Aperture 

plug-in which allows you to convert your color images to Black and White (B&W) quickly and easily, 

while giving you a large variety of options to create a unique look for your picture. You can choose 

from dozens of preset B&W options, or precisely modify your image with easy-to-use control points or 

sliders to create a special look. If you like the effect you have created you can then save it as a preset 

for future use. 

 

     
Hi-key effect obtained in Silver Efex Pro image on left by using the High Contrast Yellow Filter preset.  

Original image, ñNancy,ò (on right) by Darrel Priebe. 

 

The Silver Efex Pro user interface is clean and well designed with all the main controls arranged in a 

logical workflow from top to bottom along the right side of the screen just like in Adobe Lightroom. 

The program was easy to install and reliable in operation. Selecting different B&W styles rendered the 

image quickly. The program has a wealth of features which are briefly summarized below. 

 

Features:  

1. Views ï See your original picture side by side with the new B&W treatment, or enlarged in the 

B&W version only, or split with half the image in color and half in B&W. 

2. Magnify - Enlarge your picture with the magnifying glass. Alt-click to reduce it. 

3. Presets - On the left side of the Silver Efex Pro window, chose from dozens of present B&W 

treatments. These range from a neutral treatment, to Over or Under-Exposed, to a simulated 

Push-Process, to High-Contrast Red, Orange, Yellow or Green filters, and many more. These 

presets are all many people will need. If you are more adventuresome, use the following 

individual controls on the right side of the screen for great results. 
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4. Simple Sliders - Three sliders in the top-right corner control overall Brightness, Contrast, and 

Structure. Structure increases or decreases localized contrast ï sort of a contrast-sharpening 

control. 

5. Control Points - Add Control Points for selective tonal control; easily vary the Brightness, 

Contrast or Structure of a localized area (like a face or a sky) in the picture without needing to 

make selections. If you havenôt tried Nik Softwareôs U-Point powered control point technology, 

you have got to give it a try. Itôs amazing! 

6. Filter Effects - Six color filter buttons allow you to instantly create the look of different filters 

on your B&W image. Or you can drag any of the six color sliders to boost or cut light with that 

filter. Or, drag the single Hue Slider to vary the filtered look of the B&W image across the 

color spectrum of filters. 

7. B&W Film - Select from 18 simulated film types with an ISO range of 32 to 3200, like Kodak 

ISO 32 Panatonic X, Kodak Tri-X 400 TX Pro, or Ilford Delta 3200 Pro. When you roll-over 

each film type an immediate preview is seen.  

8. Grain -Add a precise amount of high-quality simulated film grain to each pixel with a single 

slider. 

9. Curves - Use a tone adjustment curve to precisely control contrast. 

10. Tints - Add toning for a variety of Sepia or monochrome color effects with presets, or 

individual controls. 

11. Vignettes - Add a dark vignette to your image; easily vary the size, intensity and shape. 

12. Burning - Burn one or more edges quickly and easily to reduce hot-spot distractions near the 

edges. 

13. Smart Filters ï Use Silver Efex Pro as a Smart filter in Photoshop so you can go back and 

fine-tune your effects at any time. 

 

     
Silver Efex Pro Sepia toning (left)  added to the high-key Ilford Delta 100 Pro B&W film simulation on right. 

ñMotherôs Joyò image by Darrel Priebe. 
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Antique Plate 1 preset (above) from the 20+ presents available in Silver Efex Pro by Nik Software. 

Original image, ñRed Rock Sedonaò by Darrel Priebe. 

 

 


