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Lucis Pro 6  is a Photoshop or Photoshop Elements plug-in used by photographers to add a unique and exciting 

look to their images, either by enhancing the detail and contrast in an image to give a dramatic effect, or by 

smoothing the details to give more of an artistic or painterly effect. The medical and scientific industries also 

use the Lucis (pronounced ñLou-sisò) filters which were originally developed to enhance details in images such 

as X-rays and scanning electron microscope images. When the filter is applied strongly, it creates a 

characteristic look that is easily recognized -- sort of a Highlights-Contrast-Sharpening-on-Steroids tool. (See 

the before and after treatment of the Daisies image below.) But when used more sparingly, like good artistic 

filters should be used, it can also enhance an image so that it stands apart from the competition, without being 

obvious or ñartsy.ò 

 

 

  
ñDaisiesò with strongly Enhanced Details in Lucis Pro 6 (left). Original Image by Darrel Priebe (right). 

 

Lucis Pro 6 - A high-end Photoshop 

plug-in that enhances images with 

unique super-sharp details and/or 

painterly artistic effects. Most useful 

to commercial photographers and 

advanced amateurs who value a 

unique and creative look to their 

images. 
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ñParliamentò (left) with details moderately enhanced and shadows reduced in Lucis Pro 6. 

 Original image by Darrel Priebe (right). 

 

How does it work? Hereôs the technical explanation, but feel free to skip ahead to more examples if you 

donôt like geek-speak. Lucis filters create a unique look to your image by enhancing the contrast in the 

image to reveal a new level of detail not seen before. This is not a simple boost to the overall contrast. 

Instead, Lucis filters use a patented algorithm to enhance the image contrast by comparing every pixel to 

every other pixel along hundreds of radial lines in two directions. This reveals a level of detail simply not 

shown by other image processing techniques. Lucis filters reveals detail throughout the image 

simultaneously in the bright, dark and mid-range contrast areas. This actually helps to correct the 

underexposed and overexposed areas of an image if needed, as in the Parliament picture above. 

 

The filter works only on the Luminance channel after converting the RGB channels to Hue, Saturation 

and Luminance. It then recombines the enhanced Luminance channel with the unmodified Hue and 

Saturation channels and converts them back to RGB for a finished image. This enhancement can be done 

either on the RGB channels as a whole, or separately on each color channel to make the colors ñpop.ò The 

online Userôs Guide explains this process (Differential Hysteresis Processing) in more detail if you 

havenôt had enough by now! 
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ñSeattle Skyscrapersò with the colors enhanced by individual RGB channel processing in Lucas Pro 6.  

Original image by Darrel Priebe below. 

 

 


