
Changing Angles: Get 
High or Get Low

The Second Program on 
Composition in the Digital Photo 
Composition Challenge Series

- Photos by Darrel Priebe unless otherwise noted



Where We All Start

� Beginning photographers naturally tend 
to:
� Stand when they shoot
� Take most pictures at eye level
� Not move around very much when 

composing an image
� Demonstration: Volunteer needed!



Where We Are Going…

� Advanced photographers tend to:
� Stand, sit, kneel, lay down, & climb nearby objects 

to get a different perspective
� Shoot less frequently from eye-level and more 

often from a different camera angle, either higher 
or lower

� Move around their subjects looking for different 
angles, a different perspective, a different way of 
seeing and presenting the same subject



So Change Your Camera Angle

Get 
High

Climb
On

Something

Lay Down
Kneel Down

Look
Down

Look 
Up

Get
Low



Get High or Get Low

Above subject camera angle
vs.

Subject-level camera angle

Hint: The background will be 
more or less cluttered depending 
on your camera angle!



Get High or 
Get Low

Eye-level camera angle
vs.

Closer-to-the-ground camera angle

Which picture has more 
impact and less clutter?



Get High or Get Low
Eye-level camera angle

vs.
Subject-level camera angle

Hint: Subject level angles are 
often more interesting images!



Look Down



Look Down



Look Up



Look Up



Look Up



Look Up –
You Might 
Be Dazzled



Look Up – A New Perspective 
Brings a Fresh Look



Kneel Down 

– Kids Are 
Cuter at 

Their Own 
Level



Kneel Down –
That’s Where the Action Is



Lay Down - There’s A Different 
View from the Ground



Lay Down - Get Close to the 
Critters



Lay 
Down

Photo by 
Pete 

Scifres



Climb a Chair – You’ll See a 
Whole Lot More



Climb a Hill



Climb a Mountain



Climb
a

Bridge



Do Whatever...

� Be Inspired
� Do Whatever it Takes
� Change Your Perspective by 

Changing Your Camera 
Angle

� You’ll See Something New 
or Something Old in a New 
Way



October: The Next Challenge

� The next Digital Photo Composition 
Challenge will be held at our October meeting

� The composition theme is Changing Angles: 
Get High or Get Low

� All entries will be critiqued to help us learn 
how to take better pictures

� Merit Awards for images using the 
Composition Theme, and having Impact, 
Creativity, Artistic Skill & Technical Quality



Rules

� Complete rules on the Yahoo Site
� One entry per person
� Entry must be emailed & received by 6pm the day 

before the club meeting
� I will send a “Got It” reply when I receive your 

entry
� Email entries to 

Darrel@DazzlingPhotography.com
� No entries at the meeting on the night of the 

Digital Challenge due to time constraints



Rules - 2

� Digital Photo Requirements:
� JPG’s only
� New picture or from your archives
� Resize to a maximum of 1024 pixels if horizontal 

image, or 768 pixels if vertical 
� Please name your files correctly: 

YourName_PictureName.jpg
� Email Darrel if you have questions or need help 

with these requirements



Happy 
Shooting!

HMS Bounty by

Darrel Priebe

Shot from the water’s edge 
after climbing down  the 

breakwater rocks to get a 
better camera angle.


