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Leading Lines
� Lines that direct the viewer to look at the 

center of interest
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Leading Lines

� Select a camera angle where the natural 
lines of the picture lead the viewer’s eyes into 
the picture…

� …and towards your center of interest. You 
can find such lines in a road, a fence, even a 
shadow
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Shadows and Light 
as Leading Lines
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Composition: Leading Lines

� Diagonal lines are dynamic. Curving lines are 
flowing and graceful. 

� You can often find the right line by moving 
around and choosing an appropriate angle.

� Walk around your subject with an eye open 
for leading lines.



Sunrise on the Dunes
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Changing Angles

� There is no easier way to improve the quality 
of your pictures than by changing your angle 
of view when taking a picture

� Every picture has a story to tell, and changing 
your perspective, your angle of view, can 
dramatically help that story be told…

� …by giving the viewer the experience of 
being there, closer to the action



Lay Down - Get Close to the 
Critters



Get Low
vs. close-to-the-ground 

camera
angle

Changing your angle 

can eliminate clutter!

Eye-level camera angle



Get Low: Show Your Subjects Point-of-View

Eye-level camera angle
vs.

Subject-level camera angle

Hint: Subject level angles are 
often more interesting images!



So Change Your Camera Angle

Get 
High

Climb
On

Something

Lay Down

Kneel Down

Look
Down

Look 
Up

Get
Low



Look Down



Look Up – A New Perspective 
Brings a Fresh Look



Kneel Down 

– Kids Are 
Cuter at 

Their Own 
Level



Lay Down - There’s A Different 
View from the Ground



Get
Low

&
Get

Close
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Climb a Chair – You’ll See a 
Whole Lot More



Do Whatever...

� Don’t Just Stand There!
� Do Whatever it Takes
� Change Your Perspective by 

Changing Your Camera 
Angle

� You’ll See Something 
Familiar in a Fresh New Way



The Rule of Thirds

� Placement of the Focus of Interest in a 
picture off center, one-third of the way from 
the top or bottom, or one-third of the way 
from the left or right sides, creates a 
compelling but pleasing dynamic tension that 
holds the viewer’s interest



The Rule of Thirds Grid
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Vertical Thirds Grid
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Horizon Lines Should Be On or Near 
the Grid Lines – Not Centered

Photo by Darrel Priebe



Horizon Lines Should Be On or Near 
the Grid Lines – Not Centered
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Composition Essentials

� Leading Lines, Changing Angles & The Rule 
of Thirds

� Using these 3 key composition rules will 
dramatically improve your pictures

� When you can fluently use these rules, you 
are ready to go beyond them and break them

� Remember ~ Great art has no rules


