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‘Framing”




" I
Framing as a Composition
Technigue — What Is It?

The use of natural elements in the
picture to frame or outline the central
Image

An object In the picture that acts as a
border or frame for your main subject.




"
Framing as a Composition
Technigue — What Does It Do?

The frame directs the viewer’s attention to
a particular subject or point of interest
within the photograph.

Frames also create perspective and show
depth.




Farmhouse

by Peter
Baca




» I
What Makes a Good Frame?

Creatively think of objects to use as a
frame

Some examples include branches,
windows, tunnels, doorways, and
archways

Anything that lets you look through one
thing at another thing will make a good
frame




Trees frame
the church’s
bell tower
focusing the
viewer’'s
eyes on the
main subject
and giving
the tower
height
perspective
and depth

St. Maximillian

by
Darrel Priebe




Antelope
Canyon

by Pete Scifres



Stretching the Frame...

Traditionally frames are objects that you
look through or that surround your subject

But other objects can also serve as
frames...




The clouds
HEIERGE
fighter jets -
especially
the center
aircraft -
even though
they are
behind the
main
subject.

Flyby by Darrel Priebe




Framing ldeas...

Make your frame more interesting by
using an object for framing your subject
that has meaning for the subject
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Who's Driving?
by Darrel Priebe




The tree
serves as a
partial frame
to focus the
viewer's eye
on the giraffe
and give size
perspective.

Serengeti Plain
Giraffe

by
Judy Forman




Depth of Field Using Frames

Since you have a foreground object (the
frame) and a background object (the subject)
you can chose your depth of field

DO you want both the frame and subject to be In
focus? If so, then use a small aperture to keep
noth the foreground & background in focus, like
f/11

Conversely, if you want only the subject in focus,
use a large aperture to shorten the depth of field
and blur the foreground, like /3.5
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f/8 was
chosen for
greater
depth of
fleld so
both the
frame and
subject
would be
In focus

City View

by
Darrel Priebe




Framing Techniques

Keep the camera’s focusing and
exposure sensors on the main subject

If possible, use a foreground frame that Is
a darker object than the background.

Expose for the subject in the background
and let the frame darken because It Is
underexposed
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Sedona
Framed

by

Darrel
Priebe



Framing Techniques

Emphasize your subject

All framing directs the viewer’s attention to the

subject, but you do not need to always go tightly
into the frame

You can leave the subject framed but still leave
other objects around the edges of the
photograph
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The hillside
Is reflected
In the glass
window,
but the
photo artist
left room
around the
frame to
establish
the context
of the
picture.

Bodie
Reflection

by
Peter Baca




Framing Techniques
— Digital Vignettes

Frames serve the double purpose of making an
Image more aesthetically pleasing and keeping
the focus on the framed subject by obscuring the

background
A very popular framing technigue is Vignetting

This Is a type of digital frame that can be added
after the picture Is taken, either with darkened
edges & corners, or lightened edges, or a more
elaborate type of vignette
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The green
vy in the
center of

the picture
has been
darkened
near the

edges with

a vignette
to focus

the eye on
the hand-

painted
flower.

Spring
Goddess

by
Randi Seigel







The
background
tree foliage

IS partially
obscured
with the
stained-
glass style
of vignette.
This helps
to focus the
eyes on the
subject and
away from
the busy
background.

Vignette
Portrait

by
Darrel Priebe




Framing Techniques

Looking across a broad expanse of land or
water is sometimes a dull view, but the
use of a framing object adds depth and
perspective

Move back a few feet and frame the object
between trees to improve the composition
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Including
the tree as
a partial
frame adds
perspective
and depth
to this
beach and
waterfall
shot while
focusing
the
viewer's
eye on the
scene.

McWay Fall

)Y
Peter Baca




The Unexpected Frame

Sometimes you find an unexpected
element in the scene that can be used as
a frame to focus the viewer’s eyes more
iIntently on the subjects
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Eyes on the
Target!

by

Darrel
Priebe



Creating Frames

Using frames requires a creative eye to
see the unique possibilities where others
see only the ordinary

In time your creative eye will open to the
naturally occurring frames in the
environment

Here are a few more framed images by
club members...
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New Mexico Old House by Peter Baca







