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The Elements of Good Design

• Principles of artistic composition 
recognized long ago by the 
Greeks

• The placement of key elements 
in the picture creates either 
exciting dynamic tension, or 
peaceful tranquility
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Center Placement
• The key element centered in the 

picture reduces dynamic tension
• Center placement creates a feeling of 

rest or tranquility
• This often translates to 

“uninteresting” or “boring” unless  
the subject matter is especially 
interesting on it’s own.



4

What is the Rule of Thirds?

• Placement of the Focus of Interest in 
a picture off center, one-third of the 
way from the top or bottom, and one-
third of the way from the left or right 
sides creates a compelling but 
pleasing dynamic tension that holds 
the viewer’s interest
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The Rule of Thirds Grid
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Getty Museum

Picture by Lee & Joni Agnew
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Getty Museum

Picture by Lee & Joni Agnew
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Vertical Thirds Grid
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Horizon Lines Should Be On or Near the Grid 
Lines – Not Centered
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Horizon Lines Should Be On or Near the Grid 
Lines – Not Centered
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Composition: Rule of Thirds

• Key Points:
– Think of the Rule of Thirds as a 

guideline
– Learn how to use it, and learn when to 

break it
– Sometimes a centered element or focus 

of interest is best for that image
– Some cameras have the GRID as a 

menu choice (portrait grid), or use 
masking tape!
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December 8th 2008
• Digital Photo Composition Challenge

• Up to two entriesper person
• Email your entries by Dec. 7th at 6pm to 

Darrel at PhotoGroup@topcc.org
• Composition Theme: “ Rule of Thirds”
• Judge’s Merit Award for Exceptional 

Images
• All pictures critiqued; winners announced 

& published on website & in newsletter


