The “Gatehouse” is at 239 Laurel
Road. The “Outside World” only
sees the address of the gatehouse.
It can’t see the houses inside the
gated community. Mail for residents
goes to the gatehouse. The
gatehouse then sends it on to the
correct house. When a house wants
to send mail to the outside world,
they send it to the gatehouse (#1).
Then, the gatehouse sends it on out.

You could have your house directly
accessible to the Outside World.
Anyone that wants to send you mail
sends it to 239 Laurel Road. There
is no “middle man”. The problem is
that sooner or later...



...someone may come along and
T.P. your house. Or, worse yet...

...they may throw eggs at it! Then
you’ll have a real mess to clean up!

So, it'’s better to live in a gated
community if you want to have more
protection for your house.



How does a gated community relate
to a home network?

Your router is the gatehouse.
Another name for a router is a
“gateway”. Your cable or DSL
modem is on the road leading up to
the router. It converts phone line
signals (which phones understand)
or cable line signals (which
televisions understand) to Ethernet
signals that computers can
understand.

Computers connect to the router...
although these computers are a little
dated. My first computer was
actually a TI99/4A (top computer),
and my second was a Tandy 1000
(middle computer). | never had a
TRS-80 (i.e. “Trash-80") but I'm sure
many other people did.



Uh, these computers aren’t quit right
either... After all, this is the
Thousand Oaks P.C. Club! Not the
T.0O. Macintosh club!

Ahhhh. This is more like it! We've
got our Alienware laptop at the top,
our Alienware desktop in the middle,
and our water-cooled custom
computer mod at the bottom. Sweet!

This is where the CAT5 or CAT6
cables go.



And, here’s our home network with
actual IP (Internet Protocol)
addresses.



